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the newsletter of the Welsh Society of Portland

Music of the Season
cello, guitar, voice 

Welsh traditions   -Mari Lywd

Singing of holiday songs and carols

Delicious meal

Plan to browse & buy at the Welsh Table - tantalizing new items!

when:  Saturday,  Dec 1           
time:   12:30pm
where:    Kenilworth Presbyterian Church
                 4028 SE 34th Ave. at Gladstone St.
                 Portland, OR    97202

please RSVP if you plan to come:

Janet Figini    503-630-5317

or jpfigini@cascadeaccess.com

$10.00 per person to cover costs

Come to the CHRISTMAS TEA !

mailto:kjpfigini@cascadeaccess.com
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  A quick review of  Celtic moon zodiac signs
                         TREE                     MONTH

                       Birch                       Dec 24-Jan 20
                       Rowan                    Jan 21-Feb 17

                       Ash                         Feb 18-Mar 17

                       Alder                      Mar 18-April 14

                       Willow                   Apr 15-May 12

                       Hawthorn             May 13-Jun 9

                       Oak                        Jun 10-Jul 7

                       Holly                      Jul 8 - Aug 4

                       Hazel                     Aug 5 - Sep 1

                       Vine                       Sep 2 -  Sep 29

                       Ivy                          Sep 30 - Oct 27
                       Reed                      Oct 28 - Nov 24

                       Elder                      Nov 25 - Dec 22

                       Mistletoe               Dec 23

At the November meeting,  Mary Ann Spear gave us a very delightful program on Beatrix Potter, 
her life, and her connection to Wales.  B.P.’s  Welsh trips gave her both renewal and inspiration  -  
some of the gardens she knew appear in the illustrations.   Mary Ann is a member of the B.P. Society, 
has taken a tour through Wales to B.P. sites, and her extensive collection of photos and ‘ephemera’ 
made slides that helped us to visualize the influences and people in B.P.’s life.     Thanks so much !!

ITS TIME to renew 

your membership in the 

Welsh Society of 

Portland !!

See the form on the 

NEXT PAGE

Helena Patterson, The Celtic Lunar Zodiac, 1992, Rutland, VT, Charles E. Tuttle Co.



 




 











  




  
  


 












 





 



















the story of 

Mari Lwyd

a traditional Mari Lwyd

The Mari Lywd  -Y Fari Lwyd (Gray Mare in 
English) is an old Welsh tradition, taking 
place from Christmas to late January.
In the early time before the Romans, the long, 
cold nights of winter were time of fire 
festivals in Wales.  
Mari Lwyd is a horse skull, fastened to a pole, 
covered with a sheet, and festooned with 
ribbons and decorations.
In its purest form, the Mari Lwyd tradition  
involves the arrival of the horse and its party 
of at the door of a house or pub, where the 
revelers sing several introductory verses.  
Then comes the battle of wits  (known as 
pwnco)  in which the people inside the door 
and Mari party outside exchange challenges 
and insults in rhyme.  At the end of the battle, 
which can be as long as the creativity of the 
two parties holds out, the Mari party enters 
with another song.
The Industrial Revolution and the rise of fire-
and-brimstone chapel preaching had a serious 
effect on the Mari Lywd.  The parties had 
gained a bad reputation for drunkenness and 
vandalism as they roamed the villages.  In 
their sermons, preachers urged the participants 
to find something useful to do instead.
http://www.folkwales.org.uk/mari.html

 Mari Lwyd is today connected with the 
resurgence of Welsh culture.  The custom 
occurs most commonly in Gwent and 
Glamorgan, and there is a performance every 
December at the St. Fagans National History 
Museum.

Mari Lwyd carol
Wel dyma ni'n dwad
Gyfeillion diniwad
I ofyn am gennod i ganu

Os na chawn ni gennad 
Rhowch wybod ar ganiad
Pa fodd mae'r 'madawiad, nos heno

'Does genni ddim cinio
Nac arian iw gwario
I wneud i chwi roeso, nos heno

Here we come
Dear friends
To ask permissions to sing

If we don't have permission,
Let us know in song
How we should go away tonight

I have no dinner
Or money to spend
To give you welcome tonight

http://www.omniglot.com/songs/bcc/
marilwyd.php
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                           CHWARDDIADAU  (Laughs)

What do you get it Santa comes down your chimney when the fire is blazing?

   CRISP KRINGLE

 What do you call people who are frightened of Santa?

   	
 CLAUSTROPHOBICS

 What does Santa, Detective Inspector of the Dyfed-Powys Police, look for?

      SANTA CLUES

What is the difference between the Christmas alphabet and the ordinary alphabet?

     THE CHRISTMAS ALPHABET HAS NO L  (Noel)

What did Adam say to his girlfriend on December 24th?

     IT’S CHRISTMAS, EVE
http://www.guy-sports.com/humor/christmas/christmas_jokes_funniest.htm

All Santa’s 

helpers are 

subordinate 

clauses

Last Christmas, old Gwyllym found it difficult to 
go out for shopping so he decided to send 
cheques to relatives and friends instead of 
sending presents. In every card he wrote 
'Please purchase gift of your choice' and 
mailed it. After the festival he realized that he 
had received only few Christmas cards in 
return. Puzzled over this, he went into his 
room, intending to write a couple of his 
relatives to ask what had happened. It was 
then, as he cleared off his cluttered desk that 
he got his answer. Under a stack of papers, he 
was horrified to find the gift cheques which he 
had forgotten to enclose with the cards.

http://www.happywink.org/christmas-day/christmas-jokes.html

                                                
The tot kicked and screamed, was afeard

Of Santa's enormous white beard.

Santa said, "I'm your dad—

Don't be scared, don't be sad."

But the toddler cried, "Daddy, you're weird!"      Carol June Hooker

It's the night before 
Christmas; I'm tired!
Yet with eight cups of 
coffee, I'm wired.
In the depths of despair,
Like all parents, I swear:
"Damn that Claus — 
'Some assembly 
required'!"
                          Chris Strolin 2007



 
President Megs Lloyd-Patton 503-284-9805 Mellp99@comcast.net
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DRAGON SPEAK editor

John Evans 503-777-4518 Squam-lake@comcast.net

Secretary Sharon Owen 503-761-7059 skowe45@comcast.net
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Trustee Betty Pierce 503-657-6988 betbpierce2@yahoo.com

Trustee Claudia Zahorcak 503-692-9108 claudia.zahorcak@comcast.net

Information

Dec 1     Christmas Tea

Jan  5     Welsh-American 

               Pub Quiz

Feb 2      Heraldry & Wales

Mar  2     St. David’s Day 

                Celebration                        

12:30pm  Business 
               Meeting for all
1:00pm    Refreshments
1:30pm    Program

Unless noted, all meetings of 
WSOP are held at   

Kenilworth Presbyterian Church 
4028 SE 34th Ave. at Gladstone St. 
Portland, OR  97202

Our website  -

www.portlandwelsh.org

nadolig
Llawen a 
blwyddyn 

newydd dda !! 

Merry Christmas  and 

Happy New Year !!

Happy Birthday to WSOP’ers born in DECEMBER! !
Penblwydd Hapus i chi!   May your day be full of good friends and 

family, and good cheer!

Ken Griffiths                             Dec 10

Rebecca Gilman                        Dec 15
Judith Crawford                        Dec 18
Jan Jones                                   Dec 21
Karen Branch                            Dec 28

If we missed you, we may not have your 

birthday on the list.  Please call or email
John Evans  (see below)
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